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MCHP Premium-The Maryland Children’s Health Program (NiCHP) Expansion
NOTE: Please share this transmittal with all appropriate members of your organization

Effective July 1, 2001, the State of Maryland expanded coverage under the Nia.ryland Children’s
Health Program (MCHP) to children under age 19, with family income between 200% and 300% of the
Federal Poverty Level. Families will pay a modest monthly premium to participate in the expansion
program, called MCHP Premium.

Children who have access to Employer-Sponsored Insurance (ESI) will receive coverage through
enrollment in ESI, if the employer’s plan meets cost-effectiveness and coverage standards established by
the State. Claim submission for children covered through ESI will be the same as for any patlent covered
under the same employer’s plan, for services covered by the plan.

Children who are enrolled in ESI will also receive secondary insurance coverage for co-
pavments, deductibles, and co-insurance through a policy provided by the Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene. Claims will be submitted to Fidelity Insurance Company, the Department’s third party .
administrator. Instructions for claims submission, including pharmacy claims, are printed on the back of
the secondary insurance identification card, a sample of which is shown below:
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Children who do not have access to ESI, or whose ESI does not meet State cost-eﬁ"cctivenéss(or i {
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coverage standards, will be enrolled in HealthChoice. . . L

For MCHP Premium-eligible children who are enrolled in ESI and have secondary insurance for
co-payments, deductibles and co-insurance, the Eligibility Verification System (EVS) message will state:
Eligible, MCHP Premium, Co-Pays, Deductibles, and Co-Insurance only, has employer-sponsored
insurance. - ' NIRRT o

For MCHP Premium-eligible children who are enrolled in HealthChoice, the EVS message will
state: Eligible, MCHP Premium, HealthChoice, MCO name, and MCO enrollment number.

Questions about MCHP and MCHP Premium eligibility policy may be directed to Nancy Dieter,
Chief, Maryland Children’s Health Program Division, at 410-767-8392. Questions about payment of co-
payment, deductible, or co-insurance claims may be directed to Fidelity Insurance Company, the
Department’s third party administrator, at 410-785-1880. Questions about payment of pharmacy claims
may be directed to First Health Services Corporation at 1-800-884-3238. For further information, you
may call Joseph Fine, Chief, Division of Recoveries and Financial Services, at 410-767-5369.




